has been asserted by some writers, confined exclusively to the children of the poor who live in unhealthy localities, but is sometimes to be met with amongst the families of the better classes, despite of airy and salubrious situation, generous diet, and cleanly habits. All the cases which have been recorded, as well as those that have come under my own personal observation, have been preceded by some other malady, as measles, croup, hooping-cough, &c., followed by bilious diarrhoeaj the effect of which is, to drain the liver of the secretion which must be supplied to that organ from the disintegration of the tissues, the sulphur of which goes to the production of bile ; and where the supply of food, from loss of appetite, or any other cause, is not equal to the demand, ulcerative absorption is the consequence. Such is the view I take of cancrum oris?a state of the system where there is a deficiency of sulphur, and of which the treatment is comparatively simple, if the case is taken in time before exhaustion sets in.
The better to elucidate this theory, I shall make a few preliminary observations before proceeding to detail the symptoms and modes of treatment of the disease in question. Sulphur enters into the formation of all the tissues of the body, and has been found in the urine and saliva. While Gorup-Besanez has determined tne composition of the epithelium to consist of 2^ per cent, of sulphur, Redtenbacher has discovered that taurine, one of the products of the bile, shows it in the proportion of 26. Bile is formed by the transformation of the tissues. A portion of its sulphur is expelled along with the debris of the food, the remainder re-enters the circulation, and is again made use of for repairing the waste constantly going on. In death from starvation, the gall-bladder is found distended with bile; thus proving that this secretion is derived from the metamorphosis of the tissues. In jaundice, however, although the bile in the liver is separated from the blood, it is yet prevented by some cause from entering the duodenum, is absorbed, and imparts its peculiar hue to all the tissues and secretions, while its absence in the bowels is attended with constipation and clay-coloured stools.
Children The diet should consist chiefly of the cold infusion meat, yolk of egg, fish, and the hydro-carbonaceous substances.
